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for instance, who devised America's decimal system of
coinage with its dollars and cents. In 1784 he went to
France to assist Benjamin Franklin, and from 1785 to
1789 he succeeded Franklin, and was American Am-
bassador to the Court of France during the stormy
years before the French Revolution, of which he saw
the beginning. He was Secretary of State in President
Washington's first cabinet, and it was here that he began
his struggle with his great rival Alexander Hamilton
(1757-1804). These two brilliant men were utterly
unlike each other in personality and opposed in politics.
They resembled Pitt and Fox or Gladstone and Dis-
raeli in English history, and the schools of political
thought for which they stood are still represented in the
Democratic and Republican parties which have fought
for supremacy in American politics ever since.

John Adams had followed George Washington as
second President of the United States. In 1801 Jefferson
succeeded Adams in that high dignity, and it was during
his term of office, and thanks to his keen brain, that
there was accomplished one of the most amazing land
purchases ever made. It happened in this manner.

At that time the United States of America covered
less than a third of the territory it occupies to-day. The
country ruled ove^ by Washington and Adams, and by
Jefferson, when he first became President, extended
from the Atlantic coast to the Mississippi, and from
Canada to Florida and the shore of the Gulf of Mexico.
Florida was at that time a Spanish possession, and so
was all the vast territory south of Oregon and west of
the Mississippi, including the whole of Mexico.